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II.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


The General and Gauhariasfi of the 3rd November approves of Sir 
Sir A. P. MacDonnell’s Police Antony MacDonnell’s Police Circular, and speaks 


- Circular. in high terms of his ability and sense of justice. 


2. The Bangavdst..of the 4th November says that the Police Circular 
recently issued by Sir Antony MacDonnell, with the 
ostensible object of disabusing the public mind of the 
impression that the promotion of police officers 
depends upon the percentage of convictions they can secure, may serve asa 
sop for the members of Parliament, but those who are made to feel the high- 
handedness of the police day and night will not be satisfied with His Honour’s 
soothing assurances. 

38. The-Chinsura Vartavaha of the .dth November, says that petty thefts 
have become very frequent of late in Chinsura, 


Sir Antony MacDonnell’s Police 
Circular. 


— 


Thefts in Chinsura. 


utensils, rice, &c. The other day a quantity of rice and some brass utensils, 
belonging to a servant of Babu Devendra Nath Sil, were stolen, and the police 
have not able to trace the thieves. The writer thinks these frequent thefts to 
be due to the replacement of constables by inefficient chaukidars in Chinsura. 


The thieves generally take away people’s domestic | 


Gr RAL AND 
Gav daBlaSFI, 


Nov. 3rd, 1893. 


BANGAVASI, 
Nov, 4th, 1893, 


__ CHINSUHA 
VARTAVAHA 


Nov. Sth, 1893. 


4, The Daink-o-Samdchér Chandriké of the 5th November has the parmie-o-swacuaan 


Sir Antony MacDonnell’s Police following — i 
Circular. It is a fact which has been long known. to 


everybody, that those police officers who have sent up asamis, most of whom 


have been convicted, and those Magistrates who have convicted most asamis, and 


CHANDRIKA, 
Nov. 5th, 1898 


have had most of the asamis committed by them-tothesessions convicted by the ss 


Sessions Judges, have obtained praise from the authorities. And, conversely, it 
has also been well known that those Magistrates whose asumis have been mostl 

acquitted at the sessions have obtained censure from the authorities. Sir Charles 
Elliott has, indeed, said, with a view of exonerating the Government, that these 


Magistrates were censured because they caused unnecessary harassment to 


innocent persons by committing them to the sessions, But if Sir. Charles’ 
statement is true, why are those Magistrates praised whose asamis are mostly con- 
victed.at the sessions? The effect of censure passed upon the Magistrates where 
asamis get acquitted at the sessions must be that these Magistrates will take 
particular care to ensure the conviction of their asamis at the sessions. And the 
circular recently issued by Sir Charles Crosthwaite, Lieutenant-Governor of the 
North-Western Provinces, is calculated to produce precisely this effect. 
It is therefore absolutely necessary that, in order to secure a perfectl 
impartial administration of justice, the authorities should be deprived of all : 
te of passing any opinion on the merits of the work done by the criminal 
judiciary. 

As ‘sii Sir Antony MacDonnell’s recent circular on this subject, the 
Writer is quite prepared to believe that Magistrates and police officers have not 
been of late encouraged to secure the largest percentage of convictions ; but 
that does not disprove what has been long known to be a fact, namely, that 
Police Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors have always been praised and rewarded 
where they have secured the largest percentage of convictions, and have been 
censured when the reverse has been the case. . 

In the course of his circular, Sir Antony’s Secretary says that a large 
percentage of convictions means that there have been thorough police investiga- 
tions, while a large percentage of acquittals means that either i, sa were 
badly conducted, or many innocent persons were sent up for trial. Now, can it 
be doubted that, after this statement by the Lieutenant-Governor’s Secretary, 
the police will take every precaution to secure the largest percentage of convic- 
tions? Does Sir Antony, then, want the police to be more careful in their 
Investigations than they are now? Surely, after this, an accused erson, whether 
guilty or innocent, will have a very hard time of it. The police will hence- 
forward, let off orily those accused persons against whom there will not be 

ound any evidence of crime whatever, but will carry on their investigations 
against all other accused persons with greater rigour than heretofore. 


- 
™ e 
2 . 
. 


} 


- ~~ ~~ 
A A ee es a 
» en ee oe ; 


:: = oi 4 
+ ee Re el lnc ay ee 28 ® ~s 


~< , = 4 ™* 


rr Pe 


> - ~~ 
. ’ - ae cane ? pos 7 
tae oS” kB See 3 : — 
2 A See 2 + : came ~ > v & 
i " M A 
. : = _ 
s 
™ * ent Ea 


> = 
. . » » 
Ho es RN ee <a 
Woe agitate A a ee Urs ce 
~t & . -_ 
“ 


4 


° . 9 : 
_ . ee he Rae he aner-t, i. as 
Oe ee , : an. sa " were od ~ — 
PR me FN Oe a TT ee eee oe Pre , oats 
ets Pe ig et Shag ge me 


eh meet 
~ 


- 


- . 
= . : 
“ CB PR, BS mee 


EO ee ce: NP peginte te e 


one iain Doe aly 


$ 


A 
» 
é 
. 
* 
& @ 
4 
- 
, Bas 
* > 
o 
7: 
: a 
4 ; 
WA 
; > 
.? i 
> 1 
¥ * 
’ 
¢ 
" a : 
. * 
; ” 
; . 
‘ 24 
2 “\ 
. | eee 
‘ i : xs 
_ ai 
% 5 r ~ ea 
7 °° joR 
by | a " v¢ ; 
1 t mn r 
: % t ey 
. : x ee 
} < ae 
Y 
- s us : 
. & * q b 
/ £. ieuttinn 
| € > So 
‘ , . 
& *5 
‘ me. 2 
2 —: 
: £ #46 
\ ig 
; 5 a 
2 
; , $e 
w ’ et. aS 
5 ‘ 78@ 
j tee 
¥ Ss % 
:*t3 
: ° / 
a = 
a st 
~ 4 5-4 
< 7% 
» “ . 
’ Lig 
, = * % 
; » 
: - #8 LS “4 
$ ar 
3 ‘ =. | » 
? a he 
; | 4 s * 
; —. 
; : % 
; : ‘ ‘ , 
; j an Pe 
as S 
: 4 ee 
‘ , oe 
, h 3 e PS 
. ; 8 
p> # 
“ : . , A 
; : é AY i 
i - K 
: v2 ‘_ 7 
; re 
ny a & 
et 2: 
oe PeP i M +] 
: a ¢? ’ 
: ‘ 
; ; iat oa 
a ; 
ie 
ia 
> i ¥ 
3 e 
a “2 
: « 
] 7. 
' aa 
: ‘ *oae 
* . ae > 
. 4 ' 
> 2 
. a 
¥ ; , 
a e 4 af 
; Sei | 
ee Bes 
‘ % 
se = ; 
f ; b 4 
¥ + 8 ~ 


—DATNIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Nov. 5th, 1893, 


mee ( 0954 ) 


Considering how anxious every police officer is to secure convictions, and 
the almost entire absence of dharma in the Police Department, a righteous 
Government ought to be pleased: when the persons sent up by the police for 
trial are acquitted. And Government should therefore totally refrain from 
encouraging the police to hold their investigations with greater rigour, or - 
criticising the work of the Magistrates by _ censure on those among 
them whose asamis get Pree. ge the Sessions. In fact none but the High 
Court should possess the power of making such criticisms. | 


(b)— Working of the Couris. 


5. The Daintk-o-Samdchér Chandrikéd of the 5th November says that the 

The Secretary of State on the Secretary of State’s decision in the matter of exe- 
question of the executive versus cutive interference with the judiciary is a two-sided 
the judiciary. _._, document. Lord Kimberley has, on the one hand, 
praised the High Court for the courage with which it has asserted its indepen- 
dence, and he has permitted the executive, on the other, to interfere in judicial 
matters. He has also laid down that the executive must not make any comments — 


on the decisions of the courts in reports and resolutions which are intended for 


ublication, but may ‘give instructions to the judiciary in documents which are 
intended to be kept private. But this decision will leave matters where the 
were; for the judiciary, knowing that their promotion in the service rests wit 
the executive, will certainly take care not to ee the latter, and judicial 
independence will thus continue to be impaired and prejudiced as at present. 
The Secretary of State’s Despatch will, however, do one good—it will check an 
further growth of the evil, and it may even slightly diminish it. It may also 
produce goed results where the executive authorities are good and sensible 
men. a 


SULABH DAINIK, 
Nov, 7th, 1893, 


Scr aBH DAaINIK, 
Nov, 8th, 1893. 


6. The Sulabh Dainik of the 7th November says that it is clear that it 
la blag pi tn: egg is inconvenient for villagers to conduct petty suits 
Honorary Magistrates in villages. ®t the sub-divisional head-quarters, and that to 
| . remove this inconvenience, panchayets ought to be 
entrusted with the decision of such cases, and benches of Honorary Magistrates 
ought togbe created in the villages. But before either panchayets or benches 
can be safely entrusted with the decision of cases, care should be taken that 
these panchayets and benches are formed of men of education, character, and 
respectability. Such men may be found in the villages. Pleaders and 
mukhtars may be obtained for benches of Honorary Magistrates if they are 
required to serve only on days on which they are not likely to have much 
work of their own to do. There are also competent respectable men in the 
mufassal who will agree-to serve as Honorary Magistrates in distant villages if 
thoy are allowed travelling expense, which may be met from the income of the 
courts in which they will sit as Magistrates. The investigation of cases 
should also be conducted by Honorary Magistrates, and not by the police ; for 
whereas confessions recorded by the latter are not acceptable as evidence, those 
recorded by the former are receivable as such. 

But no work that is done gratis is done perfectly well. It would therefore 
be well to allow the Honorary Magistrates a salary of Rs. 100 each at the 
highest. The money that will be needed to pay this salary may be found by 
ae ll the salaries of the Deputy Magistrates, or by abolishing the posts of 
Sub-Deputy Collectors, whose work may well be done by the Deputy Magis- 


' 


trates who will have their judicial work considerably lightened by the proposed 


arrangements. 
If the Sub-divisional Officers make a weekly inspection of the records of 
the cases which will be disposed of by panchayets and Honorary Magistrates 
and keep a sharp eye upon those officers, they will perform their duties 
satisfactorily. . 
—  % The Sulabh Dainik of the 8th November says that many Honorary 
i Magistrates are ignorant of the law, destitute of 
common sense, and without any settled opinion on 
any subject. ‘I'hey are also liable to corruption, and the richer party is almost 
invariably the winner im cases tried by them. Their manner of hearing and 
trying cases is most irregular. The writer knows of an Honorary Magistrate 
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+, Khulna who lived in a boat with a concubine, and managed to live decently 

by turning his office of Honorary Magistrate to good account. His boat was 

constant] thronged with suitors, among whom those won their cases who were | _ 
,ble to please his woman. 


« - . A —< be 
POR Bre, NE Re et mee gece pial ei, —— . 


(d).— Education. 


8. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 9th November says that Daistr-o-Samacuar 

eae during the absence bf Sir Alfred Croft the affairs a ; 

Dr. ee ein Diree- of the Education Department are not being well “~" 

co pacapummamaecenemuct managed. The Officiating Director of Public 

Instruction, Dr. Martin, is mismanaging many things by his inexperience, want 

- of foresight and rashness. He has no sound or steady judgment. Suir Alfred used 

to consult his assistants in many matters, but Dr. Martin is awfully conceited 

god self-sufficing. If Sir Alfred does not return, a fit man ought to be 

appointed as Director of Public Instruction. If Dr. Martin continues in his 

present post some time longer, the Education Department will be ruined. 


(f )— Questions affecting the land. 


9. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 6th November contains Daiix-o-samacua 
the following review of Sir Antony MacDonnell’s  “"n i" 
second minute on the cadastral survey of ~ "| 
Bihar :— 

(1) Sir| Antony says that from a very ancient time the raiyats have had 
aclaim on the zamindars for the preparation and maintenance of a record of, 
rights at the zamindar’s own expense. But why should Government impof 
this burden on the zamindars when the raiyats themselves do not demand such 
srecord ? ‘The raiyats-certainly possessed lands before the decennial settle- 
nent, and was not the Government of the time itself in the habit of keeping a 
record of the raiyats’ rights? Moreover, during the hundred years for which the 
Permanent Settlement has been in operation in these provinces, no record 
a nghts has ever been needed. Why has a record become so necessary 
how ? 

(2) Sir Antony says that the British Government has long been desirous 
of preparing and maintaining a record of rights and has always considered such \ 
arecord necessary. | : | 

The times are vastly changed since Lord Cornwallis, who, with the object of 
consolidating the British Empire and facilitating the collection of the public 
revenue, flattered the zamindars and propitiated them Dy enacting the Permanent 
Settlement. The Government of the time well knew that it was difficult 
0 maintain the Empire without pleasing the zamindars. But those times 
are gone, and now even a Civilian Governor like Sir Antony MacDonnell is 
doing with the zamindars as he pleases and is telling them what he likes. Asthe 
World goes, there is nothing strange in this. If Lord Cornwallis had followed 
the policy which the Government of the present time 1s following, he could not _ | 
ely have pleased the zamindars, and would probably have imperilled the — 
‘nsolidation of the British Empire in India. — a | 

(3) Sir Antony says that the absence of a record of rights has been the 
‘ause of the poverty of the Bihar raiyats. But His Honour should not have 
‘ken of the present poverty of the Bihar raiyats before ascertaining what 

er condition was before the decennial settlement. 

__ (4) According to Sir Antony MacDonnell, rents in Bihar have increased 
‘Mthin the last three generations to an extent not observable anywhere else, and 
Wuch was not expected either under the Permanent Settlement, or under any 
Mbsequent legislation relating to the land. But has not Government itself 
oubled rents in those places in Assam where the Permanent Settlement does not 
I ain? Are, then, the zamindars of Bihar alone to blame for'enhanced rents? 
18 a fact beyond question that the prices of food-grains have greatly increased 
these provinces, and the zamindars cannot therefore be blamed for enhancing 
ae In the khas mahals in the Midnapore district, Government has itself 
.. anced rents sixteen times, namely, from four annas to four rupees. Does 
7 Antony think that no one knows anything of what Government does in its 
*0 khas mahals ? oe ius a cee 
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( 956 ) 
(5) Many Anglo-Indian officials sympathise [with the Bihar raiyats, and 
Sir Antony MacDonnell also pities their condition, but no one has yet conclusively 
proved that the poverty of the Bihar raiyats is due to the absence of a survey 
and record of rights. And it has not been proper for Sir Antony MacDonnell 
to say that their poverty is due. to their zamindars. But then he is the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and can say anything he likes. The fact 
is, the raiyats in the Government khas mahals are poorer, and lead a more 
miserable life than even the raiyats living under the Bihar zamindars, And 
Sir Antony has only shown his arbitrariness as a ruler by blaming the Bihar 
zamindars without adducing any proof of their guilt. His Honour would not 
certainly have dared to speak as he has done if there had been a court with 
. Jurisdiction to try a Lieutenant-Governor for libel. It is clear the Officiating 
awab of Bengal stands in no fear of the zamindars. | ers 
(6, Sir Antony says that even the Tenancy Act has failed to put a. check 
upon an exorbitant enhancement of rents by the Bihar zamindars. Is it to be 
supposed then that the object of that Act is to put a stop altogether to enhance- 
ment of rent by the zamindars ? Does not the Act give the zamindars full 
power to enhance rents, where the value of the land has increased, without any 
effort made by the raiyat himself? It is certainly not proper that Government 
should have the power of enhancing rents as much as it likes in its khas mahals, 
and the zamindars should not have the power of exercising the same privilege 
in their own zamindaris. The Tenancy Act leaves the zamindars free to enhance 
rents under certain restrictions, and it has not yet been proved that the Bihar 
zainindars have enhanced rents in violation of those restrictions. So Sir Antony © 
has been guilty of defaming the zamindars without good cause. Such insolence 
and talking does not become even an English Governor. | | 
(7) According to the Officiating Lieutenant-Governor, the only remedy 
against the Zamindars’ oppressions is a cadastral survey, and the maintenance of a 
record of rights. It seems the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal is the only person 
who can talk of renredying tyes whose existence have not yet been proved. The | 
rulersin India can no doubt do what they like with the zamindars of Bihar, but even | 
Mr. Gladstone has not been able to check the oppressions of the Irish landlords. 
(8) According to the Officiating Lieutenant-Governor, wherever a cadastral 
survey has been performed and a record of rights prepared, the condition 
of the raiyats has improved. Itis no doubt easy for an Anglo-Indian ruler 
to say that the raiyats in the North-Western Provinces, where a cadastral 
survey has been performed, are in a much happier condition than the raiyats 
of Bengal, where that. survey has not yet been undertaken, «but the people of 
the country do not casily believe this. And it has been shown on the 
side of the zamindars that this statement of Government is not incontrovertible. © 
(9) Sir Antony says that under the law Government has a right to make & 
a cadastral survey and maintain a record of rights; that both these steps are 
calculated to benefit both the zamindars and the raiyats; that the taxation that 
will be required for the purposes of a survey and record of rights will be too 
small to be called a fresh tax, namely, one anna in the rupee; that the tax 
be taken simply and solely for the benefit of the zamindars and ralyats, | 
inasmuch as the record will enable the raiyat to know exactly the quantity of 
his land and the nature of his right in it, and will enable the zamindar to 
collect his dues from,the raiyats with greater ease; and. that even the tax 
of one anna will have to be paid half by the zamindar and half by the raiyat. 
But will not the raiyat find a tax of even half-an-anna in the rupee too much 
to pay? Sir Antony has himself spoken of the poverty of the Bihar ralyats, 
and yet he is himself imposing a fresh tax upon them. One does not, indeed, 


know how to characterise Sir Antony’s action. 


Tho survey and the record will fail to put any check whatever _— the 
oppressions which are committed by highhanded zamindars, and will only 
increaso the hardships and difficulties of good and well behaved zamindars. 
It is said that the survey and the record will enable the zamindars to settle § 
easily all disputes with their raiyats in the civil courts. But this. is only & 
political rhetoric. Neither the zamindar nor the raiyat has yet seen the Fe 
advantaze of a survey and a record of rights, and neither has therefore 
demanded them. But Government is nevertheless determined to thrust 4 


survey and a record upon them. One is therefore naturally inclined to suspect | ; 
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f ; 


that Government has some ulterior object of-its own in forcing a survey 
upon the zamindars and raiyats. | 

(10) According to Sir Antony MacDonnell, considering that a survey has 
tobe undertaken for the correction of evils brought on by the - action of the 
ramindars, that the zamindars of Bihar have enhanced rents excessively within 
the last three generations, and that the zamindars of Bengal pay a much larger 


revenue to Government than those of Bihar, it is but just that the cost of the 


— 


survey, &c., should be paid by the zamindars, and not from the public 
revenues. But why should the raiyats. be made to pay half the cost? And no 
one will believe the unsupported statement of the Anglo-Indian officials that the 
Bihar zamindars are all Shylocks who have fattened themselves on the blood of 
their raiyats. Surely Sir Antony has done great injustice to the Bihar 
zmindars. And His Honour has not acted like a statesman in calling every one 
of those zamindars a blood-sucker. Far-sighted men find reason to be alarmed. 
(11) The protests of the Zamindari Associations have been characterised 
by Sir Antony MacDonnell as being full of misrepresentations. But consider- 
ing that these protests have been addressed to the Secretary of State, are 
sir Antony’s premature remarks in regard to them to be taken in the light of 
an attempt to bias the Secretary of State against the zamindars? Sir Antony, 
a supporter of Home Rule, probably thinks that the Liberal Secretary of State 


will go agaiust the zamindars, and has therefore dared to prejudice him still - . 


more against them. But he should have remembered that the Ministry will not 
remain always in the hands of the Liberals. : 
The zamindars are the pillars of the Government, and it was for maintain- 


ing and consolidating the empire that Lord Cornwallis enacted the Permanent 


Settlement. : 

It is probable that a keen fight will take place in Parliament over this 
survey question. Government is making preparations for this war, and the 
zamindars should not remain idle or indifferent. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


10. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan of the 1st November says 
that the road of 24 miles from Bishnupur to the 

Panagar station in the Bankura district 1s crossed 

: by seven rivers and one khal. Passengers have to 
suffer great inconvenience in crossing these rivers and this khal. As there are 
no flat boats as in other districts for the conveyance of carriages and palanquins, 
these conveyances are carried over along with passengers in ordinary boats to 
the great danger of the latter. No plank or ladder is used for the convenience 
of the pessengers, and they have therefore to wade through water to the boats, and 
many weak or sickly passengers fall down in leaping to the bank. And this 
arrangement is particularly inconvenient to female passengers. ‘The farmers of 
ferries also charge arbitrary rates upon the passengers, as no signboards 
containing lists of the fares are put up on the banks. There is a large chur 
between the Damodar and the Silai. The same person is the lessee of the two 
ferries, and the ferry fare for both the rivers is levied at the Damodar ferry. 
And yet the passengers have to pay separate fares for their luggage. If 
separate charges are to be paid for the conveyance of luggage over the 
chur, such charges ought to = fixed by the District Board. There is also 


The road from Bishnupur to 
Panagar in the Bankura district. 


_ 20 arrangement for the ferrying of passengers over the Kana aud Birai rivers 


3 


and the Harinmuri khal. ‘The Chairman of the District Board is requested to 
attend to these matters. 


(h)— General. 
re 11. The Sulabh Dainik of the 9th N ovember says that Lord Lawrence did 


The weekly report on native 


papers. system of the preparation of weekly 


native papers. But, unfortunately:for the poomse, 
many of the reports of grievances published by the native papers are overlooked 
or left unheeded by the Government Translator. > | | 
ee a ork Nae | 


$. 


a great service to the country by introducing the — 


KaNKORA DaRPaN, 
Nov. Ist, 1893. 


SccaBs Dainix, 
Nov, 9th, 1893, 
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i | III.— LEGISLATIVE. 


(12. The Bangavasi of the 4th November says that the Bill introduced int, 

ay ee the Viceroy’s Legislative Council, with the ostens;- 

oo a a ble object of protecting fish in this country, will 
be likely, when passed, to lead to the imposition of a fresh burden upon the 
people. If Government takes possession of the fisheries in the rivers and 
streams, oppressions in connection with rent and other oppressions tvo will be 


committed. 
VI.—MIscELLANEOUs. 4 


13. The Sahachar of the lst November says that Lord Lansdowne’s 
Burma tour on the eve of his departure will do 


Lond LAnseewae s Darea: tear. that country no good whatever. The new Vicero 


may not accept Lord Lansdowne’s views regarding Burnia. And what Lord 


Lansdowne will see there might as well be reported to Lord Elgin by the local 
officers. So there is no necessity whatever for this tour at the public expense. 
Verily such waste of public money by the Indian officials shows that. those who 
asked for a Royal Commission of Enquiry into the tndian administration are 
very bad men! 
14, The same paper has the following :— 
ii ? telat ~The ae ee of > has addressed a 
. +,ne rovernment of Andia on the §~=despatch to the Secretary of State on the recent 
ee . . iainioe between the Hindus and Muhammadans. 
The writer does not of course know its contents. But, considering the tone of 
the articles which are appearing on the subject in the- official organs, it is not 
difficult .to make out what view the Government has formed in this matter. It 
seems it has laid the eutire blame on the Hindus and the Gorakshani Sabhas. 
Lord Lansdowne has no policy of his own; he 1s only a tool in the hands of his 
officials. The reason why such a Commission of Enquiry as was demanded by 
the people has been refused is clear.to every thoughtful man. It is the 
Government officers that are at the bottom of the whole mischief. They have 
come to the conclusion that the Hindus being haters of beef are trying to 
prevent the Musalmans from eating ‘beef which forms with them a common 


article of food. But there could not be a greater’ error than this. The - 


Gorakshani Sabhas have no political objects in view; nor do they demand that 
cows should not be killed at all. They are aware that such a demand cannot 
be granted. ‘Their complaint is that the European officers persuade low-class 
Muhammadans to believe that they have every right to kill cows and give them 
promise of help against Hindu opposition. The if 

not be slaughtered in places where they were not slaughtered before, and that they 
may be slaughtered, as they have all along been slaughtered, in places removed 
from public view. The contention of the Government officers as well as of the 
editors of Anglo-Indian papers that the Hindus would have the use of beef 
stopped is utterly groundless. But this plea has been taken by the authorities 
simply because they want to justify their own foolish proceedings in the matter. 
Fortunately, howeyer, the British public have come to know how the matter 
really es A Why are quarrels going on between Hindus and Muhammadans in 
the southern districts of the Madras Presidency ?. Why have the Muhammadans 
attacked the Hindus at Nasik in Bombay? There are no Gorakshani Sabhas at 
those places. The British public have gradually learnt that the Anglo-Indian 
officers have been aiding and abetting the Muhammadans in their quarrels 
against the Hindus. Intelligent and respectable Muhammadans have also been 
able to sce this. But low-class Muhammadans are under the impression that 1n 
their quarrels with the Hindus they will receive help from the European officers. 
This, and not the Gorakshani Sabha, is the real cause of the quarrels between 
the two peoples. : 

It was never expected of the Government of India, consisting as it does of 
Civilians, that it would be able to act independently in this matter. The 
Civilian Councillors of Lord’ Lansdowne can do nothing against Sir Charles 
Crosthwaite. Lord Lansdowne has net_been able to understand that the present 
conduct of the Government towards the Hindus has been an error. but the 


British Parliament has understood it, and is sending Lord Elgin to rectify the 
error, : 
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15. The. same paper refers to Sir Denis FitzPatrick’s resolution advise asrsonaen, 
ing school-boys in the Punjab not to take part in —_—Nov. Ist, 1893. 
political Si Denis and observes as follows:— 


~ 
. —- ee — ~ 


The Punjab Congress Resolution. 


The writer is of the same opinion as Sir Denis FitzPatrick. In Europe, on 
many occasions, student-politicians have had to give up their lives before 
thundering cannon. It is not desirable that students in this country should take 
art in political agitations. Their joining in such agitations is, as Mr. Sime 
bie rightly said, subversive of all school discipline. But the — 1s, with 
what object has Mr. Sime issued his circular? The Anglo-Indian officers are 
determined foes of the Congress, and of Mr. Paul’s Civil Service Resolution. 
They tried, though to no ete as far as lay in their power, to shut out | 
political agitation from the Punjab. Evidently the circular has been issued with 
a view of making people in the Punjab feel that they will incur the displeasure 
of Government if they take part in the Congress. 
16. With reference to the Tarkeswar debutter property, the same paper 
«nt oe * is the opinion of all’ educated and 
Bh 08 Propesy ame ™* intelligent men in the country that Government 
; should take charge of it for the present. The writer 
does not of course want the Government, Christian as it is in religion, to 
perform the functions of a shebait of a Hindu god. What is wanted isa law 
on the subject of debutter property. There ought to be established a prin- 
cipal Board in Calcutta. and a number of committees in the mufassal who 
would take charge of the Devalayas and the properties attached to them, 
‘immediately on the death of the present shebait. ‘This Board and the Com- 
mittees should appoint Mohuntas and control expenditure. The expenses 
required for the sheba of the god should be first met; then there should be set 
apart funds for the preservation of the temple, construction of dwelling-houses 
for pilgrims and excavation of good tanks; and then, if there be any surplus, it 
should be spent in a way which will benefit the public. The gods in famous 
holy places do not belong to private individuals or classes of men. But their 
properties are now being seriously mismanaged. A Commission of Enquiry 
ourht therefore to be appointed to determine which of these gods gad endow- 
ments are public and which private. TS 
17. The same paper says that Dhuleep Singh was a British pensioner and —Samacuar. 
aaa addicted to pleasure and amusement. He was loved’ ~~ 
eects by Her Majesty as her son. But, forgetting the 
favours he received at the hands of the British people, he went over to Russia 
and sought its aid against them. But as aid was refused, like a coward 
he asked pardon of Her Majesty and procured the restoration of his forfeited 
pasion. Such a man does not certainly deserve to be pitied or respected by 
ndia. - | : 
18. The Hitavadi ofthe 2nd November, has the following :—It is likely that Hitaval, 
. ie ee a long report containing an account of the disputes —_Nov. 2nd, 1893. 
Tem ena “ine- between the Hindus and Muhammadans will shortly 
: | be sent to England. It would appear from the ’ 
manner in which the Proneer and other official papers are writing on this subject 
that in this report the Government has mentioned these Gorakshani Sabhas as 
forming the real cause of the quarrels between the two peoples in Bombay and 
other places. But it is needless to say that this opinion is entirely erroneous. It 
1s no Loh true that the agitation which has been set: up by these Sabhas has 
made the Hindu feeling against kine-killing stronger than it was before. And 
it cannot be denied that those who were at one time quite indifferent over the 
kine-killing question are now taking an interest in it. It is also true that the 
lectures delivered by the leaders of these Sabhas have, at certain places, increased 
the Hindu’s love for the cow. But it is nevertheless not true that these 
Sabhas are the principal or indeed any cause of the present quarrels between 
thetwo peoples. ‘There was no Gorakshani Sabha in the country at the time of 
the riot at Salem. Why, then, was there that terrible bloodshed? Where was 
the Gorakshani Sabha at the time of the occurrence of the riot at~ Delhi? 
Properly speaking, the enmity between the two peoples is of longstanding. It 
was only in the middle of this century, when the British Government ruled the 
two peoples with impartiality, that the enmity between them decreased. But 
the Government has been unreasonably terrified at the appearance of the 
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‘Congress, and is therefore trying to create ill-feeling between the Hindus and 
Muhammadans, thereby reviving and intensifying the old enmity between then. 
The Government officers have been showing partiality to the Muhammadans, - 
and this is the reason why these riots are taking place. ‘The establishment of 
the Gorakshani Sabhas is in a slight measure owing to these causes, But they 


are not at all responsible for the riots. It is the Government officers who are 
solely responsible for them. , 


HITaval, 19. The same paper has the following:— qs 
Nov, Sad, Taee, ~The Civil. and Military Gazette is loud 
F ot? Pandsb Congress Resola- denouncing the National Congress, and is ving 
| its best to prevent respectable people in the Punjab 
from joining it. The Government officers too are secretly dissuading people 
from taking part init. And what was never done anywhere within the_ last 
eight years  &. been now done at Lahore with a view of obstructing the work 
of the Congress. In Calcutta, Bombay and other places, students material! 
helped the Reception Committee of the Congress bY joining with it in the 
business of receiving the non-resident members. But the Director of Public 
Instruction, Punjab, has sent round a confidential circular to. the authorities of 
the schools and colleges in that province, prohibiting students from taking part 
in the proceedings of the Congress. And the Punjab Government has 
Pages a resolution in the official gazette supporting the Director’s view. 
ir Denis FitzPatrick says that the education of young students will be likely 
to suffer if they join political movements and take part-in political discussions. 
This is certainly true. But nowhere up to this time have students been 
invited to take partin the political discussions of the Congress. They have 
been only required to do reception work, which is certainly neither political 
discussion nor political agitation. It is really surprising to see Sir Denis Fitz- 
Patrick talk of the impropriety of advanced students taking part in political 
agitation. Politics is discussed at the meetings of the students’ clubs in the 
rincipal universities of England, and the young members of those clubs are . 
ound divided into political parties—Liberal, Conservative, Radical, etc. It is 
of courso a very different question whether Indian students should discuss 
politics because English students do so. But that question does not arise in 
connection with the Congress. For Indian students attend the meetings of the 
Congress only as visiturs and hearers. To the meetings of the Congress Com- 
mittees no one is admitted except the members. Again, those students who 
volunteer their services to the Congress are required to observe certain strict 
rules of discipline, and that goes a great way towards their moral training. 
If Sir Denis FitzPatrick had known in what way students are utilised by the 
Congress, he would not have made himself ridiculous by writing such a 


-- 


resolution. 


BaNgavasi, 20. The Bangavasi of the 4th November says that considering the poor 


Wer: Os Coy knowledge .which the people of this country 


generally possess of political matters, it 1s not at 
all desirable that even grown-up men here should meddle in politics, and it 1s 
far less desirable that school-boys should. The Director of Public Instruction, 
Punjab,‘has therefore acted very rightly in instructing all officers under him 
to discourage school-boys from meddling in politics, thereby paving the road to 
their ruin. The writer fears, however, that, considering the mental perversity 
of the patriots as a class, this order of the Director may be misconstrued and 
made to yield very different results from those aimed at by the authorities. 


Who can save the man who is determined to strike the axe in his hand at his 
own fect ? , cue aes 


i % 
BANOAVASL. 21, The same paper says that the Babus are true to their education -and 


i enlightenment who would place debuttar | roperty 10 

wen er this country under Pascal or management. No 
Hindu debatiar property should be allowed to be managed by Government, first 
because the Governmont is an alien Government, and ought. mot therefore — 
to interfere in the religion of ita Hindu subjects, and, secondly, because. 
management by Government will not checkthe misuse of such property, but 
will only give its misuse a new form and direction. Government 8 oul 
therefore be careful not to take a wrong step in this matter at the advice of 


The Punjab Congrees circular. 
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the Babu members who have recently gained access to the Council, and who, 
though calling themselves Hindus, have really nothing to do with Hinduism. 
22, The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 6th November has the Damm-oSamscman 
following :— | | ‘aug 
It is no doubt undesirable for school-boys Bae 
pe to be in the Congress. But it is also not desirable 
that the authorities should issue orders forbidding them to join it. The 
Bangavasi approves of the Panjab Circular and Resolution in connection with the 
Congress. But the writer, though not a supporter of the Congress, condemns 
both the documents. In ggubject country the more the authorities are allowed. 
to interfere with the eophe’s freedom of action the worse for theatter, and no 
one who has the wend of his country at heart ought to encourage such inter- 
ference. It is school-boy nature to love sensation and fuss. Did the Bungavasi 
object to school-boysjoining in the agitation aguinst the Consent Act? And 
was not the Bangavasi angry when Government prohibited school-boys from 
holding a meeting at the London Missionary Society’s Institution Hall in 
Bhawanipur against the Jury Notification? It is.true the Congress is not 
doing the country good; but will the Bangavusi be glad to see Government 
suppressing the Congress by legislative enactment and throwing the supporters 
of the movement into prison? If Goverfment is now permitted to force school- 
boys to sever their connection with the Congress, what wil prevent it from > 
issuing an order requiring them not to join in this religious ceremony of 
the'r or that? , 
The Bangavasi should have considered the probable effect of the action of 
the Punjab Government before passing _ it the opinion it has expressed. 
The writer is sorry to find that the people of Bengal are losing their. far- 
sightedness. Whoever encourages Government in the exercise of arbitrary 
power will do the country great harm. - Pes 
23. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 7th November says that Sir paimr«-o-Samacnar 
Sir Antony-MacDonnell on the Antony MacDonnell has not accepted the opinion  SH4PRIK4, 
cow-slaughter question. of Mr. Forbes, Commissioner of the Patna Division, “°™ “”'** 
that the Hindus are entirely responsible for the cow-slaughter quarrels. Sir 


The Punjab Congress Circular 
and Resojution. 


_ Antony says that the Musalmans are equally responsible for these quarrels, 


inasmuch as they kill cows in a manner which 1s calculated to wound the religious 
feelings of the Hindus. Sir Antony has also assured the Hindus that steps will 
be taken to prevent the Musalmans from killing cows in an offensive manner. 
And the Hindus want nothing more than this. They know that cow-slaughter 
cannot be totally stopped in the present circumstances of the country.. It isto be 
hoped that Sir Antony’s resolution will be a lesson to those officials who are for 
laying all the blame for the cow-slaughter quarrels at the door of the Hindus 
24. The same paper has the following:— | | eee 
Native youths read in the English newspapers of the Oxford and = “#sxpiika. 
The Punjab Congress. Resolu- Cambridge Unions, which are in fact miniature 
tion. imitations of the British Parliament, being com- 
posed like that august body of Liberals, Conservatives and Unionists, and 
having also like it two leaders—one Liberal and another Conservative. 
They also read’ of private parliaments to which any man can be admitted 
on attaining the age of 21. What wonder, then, that they should wish to 
have private parliaments in this country too, and be inpatient to attain the 
vlorious age of 21? They ask themselves—‘‘ Why should not that be possible 
in India which is possible in England ?” And what is it that enables them to 
ask this question? Why, the English education which the English themselves 
have introduced into this country. Turning to the contemporary political 
history of Europe, these youths see that it is graduates and under-graduates who 
swell the ranks of the Nihilists, the Socialists and the Communists of Europe. 
What wonder, then, that they too should wish to take part in political 
agitations 2. meee 
English education and English education alone 1s responsible for this 
political proclivity of Indian youths. , d this proclivity will disappear only 
if the English Government can abolislf English education, banish everyone who 
has received that education, and burn in one day all English books as well as 
all translations of those books. It is the English themselves who have 


kindled this fire. | 
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The graduates and under-graduates of this country have shown themselves 
most zealous in the cause of the Congress, and have to the utmost of their 
ability tried to render the Congress meetings a success. They have not dis- 
dained to serve the members of the Congress as strect-guides, as errand-boys, 
and even as caterers and purveyors. : 


Speaking for: ourselves, we must say that this political activity of young 
men is not much to our taste or liking, and we would not allow our own sons to 
display such activity. But other fathers think differently. And when the 
fathers of our graduates and under-gradates do not dislike this political activity 
in their boys, the University authorities have no right to set their faces against it. 

But the Civilian Director of the Punjab has issued a circular forbiddin 
graduates and under-graduates all connection with the Congress, and threatening 

nalty for non-compliance. This has naturally given rise to a clamour amo 
ongress men, so that the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab has had to issue a 
resolution on the subject exp ressing his approval of the object and purport of the 


Director’s circular and reflecting on those who encourage students to take = in 


political agitations. But it is neither the students themselves nor the leaders of 
the Congress who are responsible for the present political proclivities of students. - 
Young men/always and everywhere seek sensation and excitement, and in the 
present altered circumstances of the country, political agitation, and not the old 


a duladali and Barayuri Pwa, constitutes the sensation and the excitement. 


he disease is too deep-seated to be cured either by the Director’s circular 
or by the Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution. The remedy proposed will rather 
aggravate the disease. Impediments and obstructions only make a stream all 
the more wild and turbulent, and the fire that is sought to be smothered breaks 
out with all the greater fury. 3 
- The action of the Punjab Government in this matter cannot therefore be 
approved of, for it will only serve to make the political proclivities of students 
deeper and stronger than before, and it will at the same time give the leaders of 
the Congress a handle to condemn the Government for its antipathy to a 
movement which has the sympathy of many Liberals in England. 
25. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 9th November says that, in 


; Lord Lansdowne's Simla speech. er pag to the Municipal address lately presented 


i Lansdowne at Simla, His Excellency took 
credit to himself for having observed strict impartiality in his treatment of the 


different communities of which the Indian population is composed. One cannot, 


however, see on what principle of justice exchange compensation has been 


allowed to the Anglo-Indian officers at the expense of the Indian people, His 
Excellency would also have people know that the passing of the Consent Act 
was prompted by impartiality and sympathy, and not by considerations 


of prestige, and that in that matter His Excellency behaved as if he were 
righteousness incarnate. 


ZF 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali 7 ranslator. 


BenGcat! TRaNsLaTor’s OFFICE, 
The 4th November 1893. 
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